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Le cinéma on
cloud nine

ESHTE the vagarics of charging
D*Oﬂuncs the Fresich remain Evropa's

mest avid ciremagoers, Increcsingly,
howewer, even they are spending more of
their money on o few big hts, Frequandy
Amesican, ta the detriment of their awn Fils,
Oner fae sumanes manths lhe Franch box
office experinnoed are of its warst pericds
with only twe films {les destindes
sentimontales by Clavier Azsayas, and the
current UK relecse Hon( un ami Gui vous
weut <y bien by Deminik Moll} altrachng @
reasonable cudience

Yot mercifully French produclion continues

1o foorish wath cimazs 200 features being
maxde according to the lalest evailabl
Figures. Of hese en releass in France
o l?3mn§£ ich anx ner

such astablishod dfrﬁ&rwﬂ Al
Jwilh twe fifles Lo fille sor ke pont c
vauve de St Pierrs) scared fovourchly.

Inexplhicchly, however, ecunlly respocied
names wach ns Cleude Chobrol (Ay covur dy
mensange) ond Giverd Depardicu on fus
directonal debut {Un pont entre daux rivas)
lementably feiled to find ony distribulien
daspite the presence of stellar cazs and
accessible subjocs

£aciast this background the conhaving
prezence of the French Film Festival, still the
UK’y nn!{ fasrived [sether thon 6 Your or a
sidebior focws) devoled exclusively to ln
cinéma francais, continues b lowish ond
axpond in ils nénth year of aperaticn.

The weelh of experience and the conlocls
mode during almest o decode of bringing in
French hlms, both new and dassic clengside
awidk conge of guests from oclors and
direclors lo mduslry insiders and representa-
tives af such arganisetions as Unifronce end
the Fondation Gen, has hddped to ensure that
cudiences will be able o have a real sense
ok the procise pulse of French cinema voch
end AVery yuar.,

As part of the naturol evalution of the
event next paar will mark the advent of
Cmefrance, @ rew distibulicn anm of the
fostival which will expand b renge of
Eranch hlm on Brtish sereens with files fram
Clavde Miller and also colress lurned
diraclor Agries Jaoui (bath bring showensed
in this year's selection). The iniSative hes
received G worm wilcome from aur like-
minded confréres across the Chanad wha
share our belief end pession i widuiing the
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seope of French filme available 10 UK
c:inemf:go(!‘s

Also His yeor #ie feshvel bas o
signiboontly larger presence in Aberdean
1hr\>o((3h sporsorship from TolalFinoE# and
specitic support fram Scottish Scroen,
encbling us to prasent len doys of filin of Ihe
racently opened The Belment {oparated by
City Seroen, naw partners in the festivel). The
TotelFinall inilichve olss will insan French
filim events theeughaut the yeor, not aaly in
£hbardeen but also of the verues in
Edinburgh (The Filmhause), Glasgaw |(37),
and Bundes {Cante oy Arts). The
fostival holds e Londen launch ot the Ciné
Lumicre: i Knightshridge on 27 Cctober

- where & highights selecticn will be shown fo

- complement this anema's activitics in the

© premation of French Film oll year round.

The mein heme of the 2000 festival
revalves cround “polars” oc theillers which
have chways been o stople part of French
rc'Li‘m:--m:. Thiz yua; there has boen o revivel of

 genre theough Hary, un ami gui vous
wm?ffv bievt (on show in the mn-v?pb the
feztrval] and edsa through o dew of lagling
titlas from such edeblished names a: Caude
Chaieel (Av cosur du mensonge skarring
Jecques Gambli, Sundrine Borawire,
Anloine de Caunes and Valésia Bnni-
Iedeschil; Aloin Cornroay with Le Covsin
fealuring Alain Chabat and Partrick Timsit:
Total! Westorn brom Fric Rochant, as well as
new romes Fredivie Scheendourffor with
Seevies de enime and Zernard Ropp with Une
alfaire de goit In addiion o speciel e
lies in shere wilh u rare pent of the Henei-
Gearges Clovrot classic Guai des Orféwres,
madde in 1947 ond derring Loviz Jounct,
Suzy Delair end Bernard Ror

Blier’s son Betrond i clso & Falliche with
Les oclears featuring a veritable wha's who
ot Gallic natables, cmong them Pierre Axdil,
Josione Bakasko, Jean-Paul Bel do,
Dominicue Blonc, Alain Delon, Joan-Pierre
weielle, Michel Serault, Girard Depardien,
Claude Brasseus, Michel Ficcali — and, of
course, Bilice himself,

Ciber fling wil shewease e créme dala
eréme of French acting todent among them
Viacers Perez, Michide Loreque, Vincent Elbaz,
Roschedy Zem, Karin Viord and mane,

Seme ot these Flws end guests will aaly
come peur way oace. Make o special effec
ta catch them while you can. Don't forget 1o
vaote Tor the best first or second-time diractar
az part of the Swiboall Audience Award in
tha Niw Wewas woaction. At the same lime
appkeud the offerts of all aur sponsars,
suppocers, covertisers, and voluatears and
book forward alieady to o special tenth
anniversary vintoge in 2001
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Master of mystery

He has been steeped in
French cinema since the
Fitties and the New
Wave. Today Claude
Chabrol is as busy as
ever, particularly in his
favourite domain -
thrillers. As the French
Film Festival celebrates
‘polars” Richard
Mowe ialks o
masier of the genre

dorker sides of human nanire with

ferexcity and Fdelity, Claudle Chabrol
emeorges 05 joviol, chipper, und o
misthievous joker behind the redemark
derkeimmed glosses and murky pufls from
his parpeluc! pips. His relaxed demeonaur
suggests be has nothing te prove. He hes
maode mere than £0 films foe the cinema,
20 or 3o for swlevision, end hes been
involved in o couple of theatrical warfies

He apalogizes for o lack of grocision, ofier
a cortain point yau <an be fergiven fer
colling o helt to counting, and he has. A 70,
be: remaing 6 peolific end urpradicloble us
ewer, althcugh he hos been vdes
repeesented in Britain until the recant
reloases of UEnfer, Lo Cérémonia, Rien ne ver
plus, on eawpgoing aime coper with Isabelle
Huppart and Miche! Serraut. Hoveever his
penultimate film Au cocur de mensange, ogain
with Huppent, partnered by Aaloine de
Cownes end Jocques Gamblin, weuld have
remaired unseen without this yoar's Freach
Film Fosivl,

Chebrol aszerts that he is a being whe is
“devnid of fantosies. My films are mede to
plaose cthers, nel me,” and he takes ¢
philezoghical view of the deubbings he has
recenved ot the hends of sume critics. He
urdderstands the game: he warked in the lete
Filtics as a reviewer for Cohiers du Cireme
before be decided to invez a small
inharitanze to make his fiest foatwre, Lo Baau
Sargge wohich was w0 suocasshul that he werted
wotk an Les Counng a yeor later in 1959, He
was the firgt of the bond which inzluded
Trudluwt, Resnaiz ard Gedard, te meke the
transiticn from writag ko filiamokivg.

He hos been in and cut of vogue 50 ofien
theat his cuerent shatus, whosaver ket miglit
be, cancaras him not ¢ jol. | know # my
[Fns are ary gead, or if they are failues 1

FOR someone who hos explored the
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dan’t need crtics 1o tell me. Bat somatimes ©
lool thesm,* he says, eyves glinting wickedly,
vand I moke o film 1 don't Tke which
raceives wonderiul revicws, It is rot terible
12 make bad films o5 bag o5 you know
they're bed. The problem comes if yau sop
realising it." The thought prampts geles of
leughser,

More than anything “polars” or thrillers
reprazent o genre which cppeols ko
Chobrol's sensbilities, “Theilers are an
integral part of the wodd’s lilerotue, Thay're
olsa 50 universol, urd cun be both comic
and political. You can describe Criow and
Panichment 45 0 romon pelicier if you wan;
o aven The Bisle for that matter

Like some of his contemporanes he was
influenced by Hitcheozk, abaus whem he
wioke a definitive beok with Eric Rahmer.
"t you know | think wae influanced
Hitchoeck o litths bit %00, he says His
ferecurite Film of e moment — he chongas
charces cocording b whatever has focsed
back into his Feld of vision - is Hisch’s
Framey, about o neckbe morderes . Ore aritic
Iheaghs the invessigating police inspector's
nhservance of meollimes wos o reverse
beenuge to Chebeal as characterised by
Jean Poirel's mefticulous Inspestour Lovardin.

He chuckles vt sume catistaction at the
theoght. As a dicectar who hos clagys
helieved in subtlety, close chention to detail,
and u diinclive shde, hailed by erisic

Uopde Casbeal whone style o5 "2 conby axsgniseclie o5 2 Mogrite” Sebenes tht faridass e eniategrod part of the woeid's Rerciure

—

Polars

Paykae Koel oy "oy easily recagniseable as
a Magritte,” ke regards cument cinemo with
a joundiced eve. T do nol like vicleace, and
I'm nol @ vielent men myself which makes o
difficult far me b shaw it To be boaest avery
fime 1 300 ¢ punclrop in a film, it mekes me
laugh. And altbough blaod &5 batter now - |
suppose some compules bos relined il - itis
shill aol eredible.”

Fe has never sought to follove loshion on
the theery Ihet if you do w0 at the stan of
filining by the ond of it tagsas will suredy have
changed. Before Iha lass than cuspicious
Qwict Days in Clehy, Rill of Heney Miller's
macha posturing, be had lurved his atention
e exomine mule inkolerance and women’s
rights in U allane du femmes, cgain with
Huppert 45 Ihe weman who was dercunced
by Ihe Vichy gavernment, arrestod, wiod ond
serenced to doath foe illegelly procwing
obortions.

Thiz return 1o form wios moinkaned by
Raly, his second adaplalion cf a baok by
Gearger Simenon, and starring Naodie
Trintigrent and Stéphore Audran, bis ex
wile, Audrun end he divorced some five
yosars o0 afer morce thon 25 years as ore
of the cinemas’s most enduring hushand and
wile teams.

Chobeo! hes soid: “My rupport with
Stiphane as an aciress is mare ogreechle
now hian when we were maried.” Curtently
he lwas willy Aurace, hiz thitd wife and a



Polars

‘wript girl' on every one of bis films since
1968, in their rural ralreat al Ceraes, an
the Luire rear Angers. They also hewe ¢ Mol
an the left Beak in Pons. He hos lour
children, two of whom have warked on his
films - Matthicu has composed scores end
daughter Cacile ocls us hiz nzsiztant.
Chubio! rdishes kis confiaving ability 1o
attract contraversy ond wllle the featkers of
the bourgecisie.

Some of his campatnots were unumused
by tha paetrait of France “as Pémin and $e
peopie of the Vichy regime wanted 1t lu be
seen” in L0 de Vichy, his first
decumentary, shawn at e second Freach
Film Festival. “The French ere seared of that
ponod. | uasd only propaganda meserial
which now looks absusd. 1think Ihot i did
poone good o we exoclly how ridiculous it
really was.” Some of the critics compkamad
that it was dongenous bacause thenes wes
very hifle comrensary and it did not take o
point af views He beliews the doagers of
such mampolative ircterial in the media
1emain taday: “lmages do not alwoys tall
the truth, e mus! toke core.”

Dutirg the Oecupatian he wos o kengger
livirg in the Creuze ragion und his parenls
warre ameng the bestin the areo to join the
Resistnnoe

For bis pracuction ol LEeder with
Emmanuell: Baart and Frangois Cluzel,
Chabeol resurectad o seript by his kaie
friend end bridge parmer HeariGeorges
Clowzat about a counle cough? up in en ol
consuming web of jeakuzy. “Clonzo:
murexzed 4o complote ten oy of filoing
before he Zell ill ond subsaquenty died. And
his leed actor Serge Reggiani fell i os well
- i snemod it wos reed. His widow
thought | weokd be interasted in it - and it's
add really bacouse | am net of ell o palous
kind of person. The kealousy here, howewr,
is [ixe a bution 10 an illness lurking
undesmenth,” Clovzol's dussic Qua dos
Crfiwres is part of the fasival’s paker focus,

Chabral has had o fow kirmishes with
the stege. His production of Strindharg's e
Dence of Death was a big hitin Pens
1984 althcugh o peoduction of Mackoth
proved illfated. Aftor that experience he
declined to ratum, odmilling he kes o
problem wilh theatricel eges. VThe theove
director hos to assert himsall and his visien
oll #e time but in the cinemn it is soken for
granted that she directar is ¢ despat - and |
am on chsalule despot,” he sayr.

ou can imagine that when fie eyes stop
twinkling Chobyol coukd become diflicull. He
dechnes 1o work with stars beoause ey
waukd want 1o be in cherge,” preferring
irsted 1o surround himeel with sympathetic
parlonmers. Alan Bates says his shde s
axcerdingly eccaamcal while ochiess
lennifer Buals suggests he knows exactly
what hee wonts “then makes you feel you'a
discoverad it for yuwrsell.” And Ginatte
Vincendeau, Professoe of Film Studies o
Wonwick Universily and uuhior of the BFI's
Tre Compamon to Favddt Cnema commants:
*With his lush adaplation of Madams
Yavary, Chabrol made an excursion inta the
hesisge cineme geare, though
subsaquanty he hos relurned 1o the

The drareet thom of Asiaine de Cones wih Sendrins Bremne
1380 rassT €0 gy

bawrgenis theifers Iranically, givan

Chabral's criiced beginnings, there is @

cemlotiable “quality™ ta his films, which is,
wiever, foe from unplecsuroble.”

He cenlinues 5o keanly depict bourgesis
values as a hotbed for hypocrisy end
vicleace. Chabrel’s kot Flm Mera poar b
chzcolat with Huppart and Jecgues Dulranc
bas just been released in France, but was
100 recent for inclusion in the festival

Chabrel’s expeession lights up whaen he
tolks aboul hes erelions. He says of the
central charactes in Au teeor dy mensonge:
“Kand is o wounded wul whe leces that he
ey be dead. All his effors hove o acgotve
cannatation. He must mof give in ko despair,
he st awl stop working. And, abowe of,
he must aat kead his young wile imlo S
batomless pil thet both atirazts him and
mekes him dizzy. Doy in, doy cut, be shives
net ta vonish Dl hos lhe leeling that $ie
greond is inexorebly giving woy beneath hig
feat. Homever, accasionally, be rewesls fie
mon ol he wos and thet he conld breome
ogain. He kes o single remaining clsassion:
hig lowe for hes vafe. For ham, having hes at
s side is @ mirack:.” Perhops Chobeol feels
the: same way abaut Auvrore.

Ha horbours this love hese relationshin
with his perfarmers. He geonounces cut ol
aowhee fol o lhe ocks in this film
manipulate me while pastending to moke me
beliews that they thiak I'm munipulating
fem.”

He chims 15 be hopoest behnd the
comeno rolber flun in fie editing suite o
wniling e in the preparative stoges. s
wife, be soys, possesses an inbuill chxck
welich 1els him precizely how much 1o shoot,
and haw to out dythm inlo te fidn al the
time of shooling. Editing brcomes simply a
foemnlity

When pressed, be udmits candidly that
some of his films were made cut of
neressity 1o poy loxes und moke menwy
rulher thon ox labaes of love, Four
decades on gace Lo Nowelle Vague,
Chobrol con luxuricte in the knowledge that
the orlfy mativeting force left is his aem
e kg foe ciaeme .

1958
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Aun coeur du
mensonge [ The
Colour of Lies

Edinburgh: 17 Nov, 4.00pm

& 23 Nov, 8.45pm

Glesgow: 18 Nov, 6.00pm

Aberdeen: Sat 25 Nov, 8.45pm

& 26 Nov, 3.45pmn

London:1 Dec, 6.30pm & 2 Dec, 8.00pm
IN @ small Britanay fishing villoge some
children discover the corpse of 6 lenypeur
ld girl named Elaisa. She hos been raped
ead dreagled,

She was on her way bome lrom her ar
teacher René Sterme [lucques Gamblin], o
cymeal ond oncefamous artist whe has
lelien e hard fimes and giver drawing
lessoas o children to make ends meel, As
Il ozt person ta see her alive immedicsely
he comes under wepicion. But in the cuter
circles of the atherwise quiel villoge, there
are more truths hicing than ore at izt
revooled. Fridiricue Lesage (Volénic Bruni
Tedeschi), & young police woman who has
just been oppemted inspacter, storts
queslicaing the villagers. And pucple fike o
salk

Althuugh Reniz and particolorly his wifs,
Viviane {Sandrine Bonnuire|, o nurse whose
perpetual good cheer is the exact opposite
of his persenalisy, o occepled by the
athar villagers., hey are net really
considered o paet of the community
brcause they hove meved there from
somewhere alse. Rend, whe is pessionataly

wvcted 10 his wife, remeins the prime
suspect in e cbsenoe of any reo! clues,
Mearwhile, Frédérique becomes better
acquainted wall: the ezcantric residents of
the tewn, including GermonRolund Desmer
lAroire de Counes|, a journalist nweaed
wecithy medio celebeity Viviane is chu
enchanted by the chormmg Cermain. .,

Chabraol tokes vs into the darkest hoart of
valrulbiulness and shaws us the most
vislnerable thing — keve. Reni and his wife
Vivigne mean weanghing to ecch olher bul
lying pushes itself inte 1hes: home and
hearts, Thea lowe is parsy built oa illusicas.
Bul evary liz has its weok poinl and can
casily burst, Lke David Lynch’s Twin Peaks
Ihis is ¢ story abaut on isaloled society and
the rumaurs cad suspicicns that arise, All
the choracturs know each ather but wear
masks and caver thesr ecks. Chabral is ca
vintoge lersiloty, dealing with the effects of
nol knewing the ane you love, end beirg
surprised by yourself,

The directer’s intelligence and presance
make themselwes felt on every seans. And
the compliceted relotionships on view seen
1o have become the oxclusive propaerty of
French filo-mokers. Only Claude Chobeol
could fashion this kind of 1ou! suspense
drama and then leaven it with such sly
homour,

Dir; Cloude Chabral. Pred: MX2 Prod,
Frane 3 Ciréma, wath Conal Flus. Sers
Odile Barsks, Cleude Chabrel. Mus:
Nesthiew Chabeal Ph: Fduardo Sera. Int
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sales: MK? Dilfusion, 55 rue Trenvarsicre,
F5012 Pons, tel CO 33 1 44 67 30
11718, tax 43 A1 32 30. emuil:
salesBmk? com. 1998 1 13mins

Cast: Jocyues Gomblin, Sandrine Beanaire,
Anteine de Counes, Bulle Ogier, Bernard
Verdey, and Volério BruniTedeschi

Une affaire de
goiit / A Question
of Tastie

Lendon: 27 Oct, 7.30pm

AN appefising and deleciable two-bander
finds ¢ weallhy businessmon [Bererd
Giraudeeu] hiring o young waiter [Jean-
Pieree Lot] 1o be his personal food tosler os

Polars

TV prezentss and film writer Bermard Yapn
directs with skill and finsly atuned
atieation e atmasphere ond detoil. The
film, which received the Grand Prix at the
Cognec fastaal of thsillers, seems 6 nalureal
sluble mate ta Rapps fist fealure Tiee @ pon
which alse deall wilh pewer and
monipulalion.

Dirz temard Ropp. Prad: CDF/Le Sludic
Cenul Fluz, France 3 Cinéme, Rkone Alpes
Cinéma, Cotherine Cuzsart, Chantal Parrin,
Gilles Teurand, Barnard Ropp. Ph:
Girard de Bothste, Ed: Julicte Wellling.
Mus: Jeon-Fhilippe Goude. Int sales:
Anlbox, 1, hed Victer, 75015 Paris
[Ceudic Roe-Columbani), el 00 33 1 44
2501 4%i0x 44 2501 95 1596,

2 1mins,

Hews of dorknoss: Jazn Meme Lesod, Filgos Kaisnad ard Iiéne Jareh i affsve Movesrede

part of several gecage loibles - and then
their gome esculates. IV's tald in flashbock
through an investigatiag mogishale Jean
Pierre Lécud] who ies 1o inthom an
meident in which the youag man has
larded in prisan. The muyistese inservicws
vanaus wilnesses and also listens in 1o the
deluinee sicns with g pason peychianist

The nomtive begine to unfold as
antaliving marzals ace drapped to keep the
inzerest whetted. The businessman
aventuolly seens to be able 10 read his
precege like @ book, anticipoting his wery
maove, Audiences may ba nhle 10 500 the
derovement coming but the recl enjoyment
is savouring ecch course as it arrives - ond
i1's 6 sumpluous feast. Both Geraudesy und
Leeit coquit themselves will distinction in a
<ot ond mewse scenaria that offords hghly
seusoned ploasures

With this — hss wacond film az director —

Cost: Bernurd Giraudeay, JecaPierre Lo,
Flarence Thamassin, Cherles Berling, Jean-
Fiarre Weoud, luutent Spichogel, Cheabeth
Nexzocoo, and AnagNarie Philipe.

P affaire
WHarcorelle / The
Harcorelle Affair

Clawgow: 24 Nov, 6.15pm

+ PA with Serge Le Pérca

Edinburgh: 25 Nov, 6.00pm

+ PA with Serge Le Péron

Aberdeen: 22 Nav, 6.15pm

& 26 Nov, 6,15pm

Dundee: 27 Nov, 8.30pm

ONE of the most ployle! entries frem the
new generalion of French thrillers, Uaffoire
Marcorele is anchored by ¢ delighiful

>



The world hasn't stood still -
since we launched Espace

The internet, the compact disc, the phonecard - the world has
changed since 1983. And so, too, has the first and equally
revolutionary Multi-Purpose Vehicle, the Renault Espace. Often
flattered by imitation, but never equalled, the new Next
Generation Espace - and the bigger Grand Espace — moves on.
An innovative, versatile and accommodating interior clothed in a

space age exterior — the Official Car to the French Film Festival
just keeps on running. For full details call 0800 52 51 50 or visit
www.renault.co.uk

And, as you can see,
neither have we

RENAULT




P perdormance frem new wave veteran loae-
Pierre Licud as an investigeting judge
confronted by ¢ series of avenss that
challenge Bim 1o redefine his notion of
justice.

Once o dudent revolisionary, loaud’s
Jodge Frangais Marcorells weuld now seem
10 ke @ pilicr of Ihe establishmeat. One
emning whilst dining alore in ¢ Turkish
restaurant he is bafranded by mystericus
Polish woilress Agreska Jocob] fock ot
her place, the rameatic moed is shattered
hy @ violant argumen: with Agnaske’s fother
and an incident that kaves one ded body
and ane guilty judge. Urged ta flee the
scene of the crime, Marcorelle complies bus
iz tormented by whal he hus dens and
whather there are cansequences to comea.
His edgy anxiety intensifias when an
ambhiticus young kawyer (Amalric) sets aut
1o fuin fis reputation

A farmer editor of 1ha esteemed Cahiers
du Cinemo, writerdirestor Serge le Péron
exercizes the litfle grey <ells o well as the
funay bene in o murder mystery filled with
<dy jokes ond knawing references 1o the
classics of the genre. Blezsud with a fine
<ost, his film waz anc of the highlights of
the: Directors” Fartasght ot this year's
Connes Film Festival.

Dir: Serge le Péror. Prod: Daniel Toscon
cu Plunlier, Fraderic Sichler, Cunpide
Productions, Rhane-Alpes Cinéina with the
porticipetion of Canal Plus aad the CNC.
Ser: Serge le Péran, Ph: lvan Kozelka, Ed:
Janice Jones. Must Antoine Cuhamel Int
sales: Euripide Distributica, 15 rue
Vézeloy, 75008 Poris, 1l 00 33 | 56 43
64 A0, lux 56 42 64 01, email:
shrasseurBeuripich.com. 2000, P4mins,
Cast: leon-Piere Leaud, Iréne Jocob,
Mathizu Amalric, Philippe Kersand, Haline
Surgére

,.» = %" DIRECTOR QUOTE: "In the: last
- few years | directed severc!
= documentonas, One of lhem
=== wus abool the Bruey-en.Artois
cowe, |t was the laste 19705 end Ihe
appearence of whol would be called “the
red judges’.
*On this case Judge Poscal pretends ta he
cdefanding the prople againg the
bourgeoisie, and 30 he has e Macists of
the pericd behind him. He nccused a
nolary ~ wrongly, it is mare or less cdear
now - of hoving murdensd the child of ¢
miner. I directing this docuemtary o3 well
s another ane [Lalfoie Spagaian in | 997),
I met many mvesligative judges and |
lecened shat they were na loager
untarchobie, ac longer protecied by theic
fituals, their class, their cast, ond by ther
culture. If's a prafession thet has undergane
enarmaus chunge, becoming more
sociable, more human ond the lield kas
oaen opened up more lo women, | felt
there wae a film in there - act gboul the
wheels of justice, bul about magistrates as
choructkers, with their impulses, thaie ceas,
the rreps ane clique loys ler unother. All o
those elemants which are very precisely ot
udds with justice.” - Serge le Péren.

2000 - Fronch Film Fostival

Le cousin

Edinburgh: 18 Nov, 8.30pm
Glasgow: 19 Nov, 8.15pm
London: 1 Dec, 8.45pm
AFTER the svicide of o friend and
cellengue, Girerd [Alam Chobal), chiet
detective of the antidiug squad, degides to
muke o deal with the vigim’s main
informer |causin® in French police slang],
He gets maove than he bargained for in
Neunours for Teddy 2ear], ployed by
Patrick Timsil, the garriloos informer wha s
as charming as he is shppery, cheerfully
whisking his wife und young daughtars oot
of the way on funkies show up foe their
purchases. The mformer s special
arangement with the police means be gels
10 per cent of the drugs serzed thanks ©
his help

Meanwhile Judge lambert 15 uncovering
the illegal prechices ond the lrail veems ta
laad 10 Gérard, and also ta Nounours o5
the soiee of heroin that led 1o recent cases
of cdeodly overdoses. Nounours promises
Cerurd increasingly bigger calches which
he is inteat on realising before ke is forcex
1o reveal whe Nearours is to lombert, The
Fricndship Detween the twe men causes
both of lhem to risk everything in this
intense buddy film from the director of Tous
bes mating do monde. Corneau reveals the
barsh and disturbing realities the French
police prefer to keep Guied,

Polars

sanendar oy, . Petidk
Tevet aed Wiz Gk in

Dir; Alom Cerncan. Prod: le Studia
Canals, Les Films Alain Sarde, Divalie
Films, Compognie Cinematographique
Prima. Scrz Mickal Alexondre, A, Cormneca.
Ph: Michel Amathieu. Ed: Thierry Derocles.
Int sales: Le Stedio Canal Fus, 17 e
Dumont d'Urville, 75116 Paris, tel 30 33 1
A4 4398 00, fox 47 20 2% 58 99

ming. 1998 11 2mins,

Cask: Parick Timsit, Alain Chabat, Samuel
Le Biban, Cercline Proust, Mehdi Bl Glocui
Christopha Peyroux, Morie Trinlignant,
Agnes Jeou, Fobienne Tricottet, Philippe
Magnan.,

, = » = * Alain Corneau wha vaos burn
e=felitinl i Orléons in 1943, soried
[T [ ponyes baing a jorz fanctic
befare diverting imfo cinema.
He studhied ¢! the IDHEC, the anlebrated
Parisien lilm school before fiading
employment o5 an editer ond then assistant
director ¥ such established names o3
Marenl Camus, CostaGowes and Mickel
Drach

He <ut his directaricl teeth on achion
mavies, ofen inspered by Hollywood
thrillers rather than French ‘policier, This
part af his career recched it peck with
Séviae Naire, sel in the suburks but which
ulso had a pactry about its horsh realism.

Cormngou fitteé unhuppily with a big
budget preduction (le Méev), then
changad register in 1989 vl Nocturne
tuiwen from Antonio Tubuzchi’s novel, o







